Annotation Observation Checklist, version 1


During an annotation activity, walk around the room and observe students as they work, either individually or in pairs.  Watch for the following emerging literacy behaviors and note where students are at in terms of developing their annotation skills.  Give feedback freely so students can revise their annotations. Each time students annotate, they should become more independent.

	Target Literacy Behavior:

Annotating Text in an Assigned Reading
	Check Current Skill Level

(Note: This can be done individually by student or collectively by class)
	Give Feedback for Revisions, If Not Done Independently Yet

	Identify the title and all major subheadings in the article or essay:


Draw a circle around each.
	�  Circles are drawn around both the title and all major subheadings.

�  Some circles are drawn, but important titles or subheadings are not circled yet.

�  No circles are drawn yet.
	Where are the title and subheadings? You haven’t circled them (all) yet? Can you find them? They are usually bold, often bigger, etc. Do that first. Do it for the whole reading.

	Locate the main ideas (argument) and supporting ideas (evidence) in each paragraph of the article or essay:

             _________

Draw a double underline below the main idea sentence(s) and a single underline below the supporting idea sentence(s).
	�  An appropriate main idea is double underlined in each paragraph, with appropriate supporting idea(s) single underlined for each.

      (Note: there can be 2 main ideas)

�  Too much text is underlined, or not enough is text underlined, or inappropriate text is underlined.

      (Note: decide ahead of time what you consider to be most important)

�  No text is underlined yet.
	Focus on this paragraph only. What is the big story? What would you tell me if you only had 10 seconds to report on it? Double underline that. That is the main idea or argument of that paragraph.

What backs that idea up? Underline it. That is the supporting idea or evidence for the argument.

	Locate the transition words and phrases in each paragraph:

                      *

Draw an asterisk beside each.
	�  Asterisks are drawn beside all appropriate transition words or phrases, if applicable.

�  Some asterisks are drawn, but key transitions are not asterisked yet.

�  No asterisks are drawn yet.
	Let’s look for some (more) transition words and phrases. These are cues that the topic is changing, time is passing, or comparisons are being made. Look for __ and __.

	Locate key unit vocabulary words:


Draw a rectangle around each.
	�  Rectangles are drawn around all key vocabulary words.

�  Some rectangles are drawn, but some key words are not rectangled yet.

�  No rectangles are drawn yet.
	You have not marked all of our key vocab words. There are __ on our list.  Check them again. Draw rectangles around each one. If the definition is given, write def. next to it.

	Locate other difficult vocabulary words or phrases:

Draw a triangle around each.
	�  Triangles are drawn around appropriate words or phrases.

      (Note: target five)

�  Too many triangles are drawn or not enough triangles are drawn or inappropriate triangles are drawn.

�  No triangles are drawn yet.
	There must be some new, unfamiliar words or phrases for you. Find at least three or four. Draw a triangle around them. Try to make a note about what they mean in the reading. Is the definition given? 


