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COURSE DESCRIPTION


The course is an intensive overview of some of the most influential theories of human development articulated in the Western tradition of social science.  The emphasis is upon especially broad theories whose ramifications cut across understandings of many different aspects of human development, including cognition and intelligence, social and emotional development, and the individual’s integration into society.  We will also sample representative research projects that have been stimulated by these theories. We begin the course with a consideration of the emotional foundation of human development as described in temperament and attachment theories.  We will then move to the cognitive-developmetal realm where we will briefly consider Piaget’s classic stage theory and offshoots from it (e.g., Kohlberg’s theory of moral development, Loevinger’s theory of ego development), more recent theories focusing on how children understand self and other (e.g., intentionality theories, conceptions of autobiographical memory, “theory of mind” theory), and Gardner’s influential theory of multiple intelligences, which also focuses mainly on children.  We will then move to adolescence and the emerging adulthood years to consider traditional and more contemporary conceptualizations of this period in the life course.  Finally, we will examine theories that speak to life design and how lives, especially adult lives, are situated in time and cultural context – life-narrative theories, life-course theories, and cultural theories of human development.  

REQUIREMENTS


Students are expected to do all the reading before the assigned class date and to participate vigorously in class discussion.  Each student will make at least one oral presentation in class in which he or she will be responsible for setting the class agenda or leading a discussion around a particular topic or reading in class.  In addition, a written paper (suggested length 15-20 pages) is due at the end of the quarter (Monday, March 13).  The paper should address a current controversy or issue in the study of human development and link human development theories to the student’s current intellectual agenda.  A written proposal for the paper is due on the sixth class meeting date (February 8).  The grade for the class is based 50% on class participation and 50% on the final paper.

READINGS


Readings consist of three books and a number of articles compiled in a course packet.   The books are available for purchase at the Norris university bookstore.  The course packet should be purchased from Mary Lou Manning in Annenberg 201.

The books:

Arnett, J. J.  (2004).  Emerging adulthood:  The winding road from the late teens through 

the twenties.  New York:  Oxford University Press. 


Gardner, H.  (1983).  Frames of mind.  Basic Books.

Thomas, R. M.  (2001).  Recent theories of human development.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  

Sage.
COURSE SCHEDULE

Jan 4

Orientation to the course; theories of human development in the social sciences; metaphors of development in modern society.

Thomas.  Pages 1-38.

Jan 11:  Emotional foundations of development:  Temperament theory, from infant temperament to the elaboration of dispositional traits.
Rothbart, M. K., Ahadi, S. A., & Evans, D. E.  (2000).  Temperament and personality:


Origins and outcomes.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 78, 

122-135.

Caspi, A.  (2000).  The child is father of the man:  Personality continuities from 


Childhood to adulthood.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 78, 

158-172.

Abe, J. A.  (2005).  The predictive validity of the Five-Factor Model of personality with 


Preschool age chidren:  A nine year follow-up study.  Journal of Research in 


Personality, 39, 423-442.

Jan 18:  Attachment theory:  The child’s tie to  the mother.
Thomas.  Chpt. 2.

Cassidy, J.  (1999).  The nature of the child’s ties.  In J. Cassidy and P. R. Shaver (Eds.), 


Handbook of attachment:  Theory, research, and clinical applications (pp. 3-20).


New York:  Guilford.  

Weinfield, N. S., Sroufe, L. A., Egeland, B., & Carlson, E. A.  (1999).  The nature of 


individual differences in infant-caregiver attachment.  In J. Cassidy and P. R. 


Shaver (Eds.), Handbook of attachment (pp. 68-88).  New York:  Guilford.

Moss, E., Cyr, C., Bureau, J. F., Tarabulsy, G. M., & Dubois-Comtois, K.  (2005).  


Stability of attachment during the preschool period.  Developmental Psychology,


41, 773-783.
Posada, G., Jacobs, A., Richmond, M.K., Carbonell, O.A., Bustamante, M.R., &

Quiceno, J.  (2002).  Maternal caregiving and infant security in two cultures.  Developmental Psychology, 38, 67-78.

Beckwith, L., Cohen, S. E., & Hamilton, C. E.  (1999).  Maternal sensitivity during 


Infancy and subsequent life events relate to attachment representation at early


Adulthood.  Developmental Psychology, 35, 693-700.

Rutter, M., & O’Connor, T.G.  (1999).  Implications of attachment theory for child care 

policies.  In J. Cassidy and P.R. Shaver (Eds.), Handbook of attachment 

(pp. 823-844).  New York:  Guilford Press.

Jan 25:  Cognitive developmental stage theory:  Piaget and the structuralists.
Piaget, J.  (1970).  Piaget’s theory.  In P. Mussen (Eds.), Carmichael’s handbook of child

psychology (pp. 703-732).  Wiley.

Goubet, N., & Clifton, R.K.  (1998).  Object and event representation in 6 1/2-month-old 

infants.  Developmental Psychology, 34, 63-76.

Fischer, K.W., & Heincke, R.W.  (1996).  Infants’ construction of actions in context:  

Piaget’s contribution to research on early development.  Psychological Science, 7, 204-210.

Flieller, A.  (1999).  Comparison of the development of formal thought in adolescent 

cohorts aged 10 to 15 years (1967-1996 and 1972-1993).  Developmental Psychology, 35, 1048-1058.

“Jane Loevinger’s Theory of Ego Development,” pages 589-610 in D. P. McAdams 


(2001), The person (3rd Ed.).  New York:  Wiley.

Feb 1:  Beyond Piaget:  The child’s understanding of self and other, intentionality, autobiographical memory, and theory of mind.
Thomas.  Chpts. 3 and 5.

Barth, J., Povinelli, D. J., & Cant, J. G. H.  (2004).  Bodily origins of SELF.  In D. R. 

Beike, J. M. Lampinen, and D. A. Behrend (Eds.), The self and memory (pp. 11-43).  New York:  Psychology Press.

Tomasello, M.  (2000).  Culture and cognitive development.  Current Directions in 


Psychological Science, 4, 37-40.

Behne, T., Carpenter, M., Call, J., & Tomasello, M.  (2005).  Unwilling versus unable:


Infants’ understanding of intentional action.  Developmental Psychology, 41, 

328-337.

Howe, M. L., & Courage, M. L.  (1997).   The emergence and early development of 


autobiographical memory.  Psychological Review, 104, 499-523.  

Lillard, A. S.  (1997).  Other folks’ theories of mind and behavior.  Psychological 


Science, 8, 268-274.

Callaghan, T., Rochat, P., Lillard, A., Claux, M. L., Odden, H., Itakura, S., Tapanya, S., 

& Sing, S.  (2005).  Synchrony in the onset of mental-state reasoning.  Psychological Science, 16, 378-384.

Kelemen, D.  (2004).  Are children ‘intuitive theists”?  Reasoning about purpose and 


design in nature.  Psychological Science, 15, 295-301.

Bering, J. M., & Bjorklund, D. F.  (2004).  The natural emergence of reasoning about 


the afterlife as a developmental regularity.  Developmental Psychology, 40, 

217-233.

Feb 8:   Cognition, talent, and domain-specificity:  Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences.
Gardner, H.  (1983).  Frames of mind.  New York:  Basic Books.

Feb 15:  Classic and contemporary theories of adolescence and young adulthood.
Steinberg, L., & Morris, A. S.  (2001).  Adolescent development.  In S. T. Fiske, 


D. L. Schacter, and C. Zahn-Waxler (Eds.), Annual review of psychology 


(Vol. 52, pp. 83-110).

Arnett, J. J.  (2004).  Emerging adulthood.  New York:  Oxford University Press.
Feb 22:  Life-narrative theories of development and the problem of adult identity in modern societies.
Habermas, T., & Bluck, S.  (2000).  Getting a life:   The emergence of the life story


In adolescence.  Psychological Bulletin, 126, 748-769.

McAdams, D. P.  (2001).  The psychology of life stories.  Review of General 


Psychology, 5, 100-122.
Bauer, J. J., McAdams, D. P., & Sakaeda, A. R.  (2005).  Crystallization of desire and


crystallization of discontent in narratives of life-changing decisions.  Journal 


of Personality, 73, 1181-1213.
King. L. A., & Noelle, S. S.  (2005).  Happy, mature, and gay:  Intimacy, power, and 

Difficult times in coming out stories.  Journal of Research in Personality, 39, 278-298.

Landman, J.  (2001).   The crime, punishment, and ethical transformation of two 


radicals:  Or how Katharine Power improves on Dostoyevsky.  In D. P. 


McAdams, R. Josselson, and A. Lieblich (Eds.), Turns in the road:  Narrative


studies of lives in transition (pp. 35-66).  Washington, DC:  American 


Psychological Association Press.

Squire, C.  (2004).  White trash pride and the exemplary black citizen:  Counter-


narratives of gender, “race” and the trailer park in contemporary daytime 


television shows.  In M. Bamberg and M. Andrews (Eds.), Considering 


counter-narratives:  Narrting, resisting, making sense (pp. 221-237).


Amsterdam:  John Bejamins.

Alon, N., & Omer, H.  (2004).  Demonic and tragic narratives in psychotherapy.  In A.

Lieblich, D.P. McAdams, and R. Josselson (Eds.), Healing plots:  The narrative basis of psychotherapy (pp. 29-48).  Washington, DC:  American Psychological

Association Press.

March 1:  Life course theories.  
Thomas.  Chpts. 4, 7, and 8.

Elder, G.H., Jr., & Johnson, M. K.   (2002).  The life course and aging:  Challenges, l
essons, and new directions.  In R. A. Settersteb, Jr. (Ed.), Invitation to the life 


Course:  Toward new understandings of later life (pp. 49-81).  Amityville, NY:


Baywood Publishing.

Hammack, P.  (2005).  The life course theory of human sexual orientation:  An 


Integrative developmental perspective.  Human Development, 48, 267-290.

Stewart, A.J., & Ostrove, J.M.  (1998).  Women’s personality in middle age:  Gender, 

history, and midcourse corrections.  American Psychologist, 53, 1185-1194.

Baltes, P.B.  (1997).  On the incomplete architecture of human ontogeny:  Selection, 

optimization, and compensation as foundation of developmental theory.  American Psychologist, 52, 366-380.

March 8:  The developing person in culture.
Thomas.  Chpt. 6, pp. 195-250.
Chua, H. G., Leu, J., & Nisbett, R. E.  (2005).  Culture and diverging views of 


Social events.  Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 31, 925-934.

Gjerde, P. F.  (2004).  Culture, power, and experience:  Toward a person-centered 


cultural psychology.  Human Development, 47, 138-157.
Final paper due on Monday, March 13  (5:00 P.M.).

