CHILD DEVELOPMENT

Human Development 402

Social Policy 402

Professor P. Lindsay Chase-Lansdale

Human Development and Social Policy Program

School of Education and Social Policy

Winter Quarter 2007

Tuesdays, 1:30-4:00

Annenberg 303

Office: 203 Annenberg Hall; 467-6913; or 617 Library Place; 467-6906 lcl@northwestern.edu

Office Hours: by appointment; email anytime for an appointment

Course goals and description.  Children and families are in the public policy spotlight in this new millenium more than ever before.  How can our society improve the lives of children and families?  Research and policy aimed at this goal require an in-depth understanding of how and why children develop the way they do.  This course is designed to provide an intensive overview of the science of child development, with an emphasis on young children.  Students will come away with an understanding of the key factors in healthy child development.  In addition, we will apply the scientific knowledge of child development to several major policy and programmatic issues, such as marriage promotion, welfare reform, and Head Start.  This course also highlights the role of context: family, peers, child care, school, and policy environments.  Theoretical perspectives and measurement (i.e., the tools of the science) will be stressed. In addition, a multidisciplinary perspective is a central theme.

The course will combine lecture and seminar format.  The 2.5-hour course period will typically be divided into Session I and Session II.  Session I will usually be an integrative short lecture based upon assigned readings, also involving extensive class discussion.  Session II will vary depending upon our topics.  Some Session IIs will involve class discussion with individual students assigned as lead discussants for particular articles.  Other second sessions will include demonstrations of developmental testing or assessments, either live or on videotape.  Finally, some Session IIs will be utilized for student presentations.

Readings.    A coursepack of required readings is available for sale from Ms. Mary Lou Manning, Administrator for the Human Development and Social Policy Program, Annenberg 201 (mmanning@northwestern.edu).

Course requirements.  Student participation, debate, and critique are strongly encouraged and welcome. Much of the class sessions will be used to discuss and critique the assigned readings.  What are the substantive findings?  What is the methodological approach?  How do they bear on public policy?  The active participation of all members of the class is essential to the course’s success.

Each student will write a 12-page, double-spaced paper, critically reviewing the work of any major scientist from the syllabus.  The purpose of the paper is to master the research program of a particular scientist, to learn how individual researchers develop research programs, and to see how scientists move subfields and fields forward.  More details will be given later in the quarter, but the general idea is to read an individual’s very first published work and to follow that individual’s work up to the present time. The potential or existing policy implications of your scientist’s work should also be featured.  Students will choose their individual scientist and submit their choice by email to Professor Chase-Lansdale by January 23rd.  Papers are due on February 6th  by email to Professor Chase-Lansdale and in hard copy in her HDSP mailbox.  Each student will do an oral presentation (15 minutes with 10 minutes of questions) on their scientist during second sessions of February 13th, 20th, 27th, and March 6th.

There will be a 2-hour, in-class final exam on Tuesday, March 13th  from 1:30-3:30 pm.  The final exam will cover the entire course and will contain a mixture of short-answer and essay questions, with some built-in choice. The grade for the course will be determined by the following: 20% for general class discussion; 40% for the final exam; and 40% for the paper and presentation.
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January 9:     Introduction 

Session I:       Overview of Course
Session II:
Key Websites on Children, Families, and Social Policy

National: Administration for Children, Youth, and Families: www.acf.dhhs.gov; American Educational Research Association: www.aera.net; Association for Policy Analysis and Management: www.appam.org; Child Trends: www.childtrends.org; Board on Children, Youth, and Families: www.bocyf.org; Forum on Child and Family Statistics: www.childstats.gov; Foundation for Child Development: www.fcd-us.org; Future of Children: www.futureofchildren.org; Guide to Careers in Child and Family Policy: www.sesp.northwestern.edu/cfp; Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation: www.mdrc.org; National Center for Education Statistics: www.nces.ed.gov; National Institute for Child Health and Human Development: www.nichd.nih.gov; Population Association of America: www.popassoc.org; Society for Research in Child Development: www.srcd.org; Society for Research on Adolescence: www.s-r-a.org; U.S. Department of Education: www.ed.gov; William T. Grant Foundation: www.wtgrantfoundation.org
Illinois: Action for Children: www.actionforchildren.org; Early Learning Council: www.earlylearningillinois.org; Ounce of Prevention Fund: www.ounceofprevention.org; Voices for Illinois Children: www.voices4kids.org; State of Illinois:www.illinois.gov.org
Chicago and Evanston: Chicago Community Trust: www.cct.org; Joyce Foundation: www.joycefdn.org; John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation: www.macfound.org; McCormick Tribune Foundation: www.rrmtf.org; Spencer Foundation: www.spencer.org; City of Chicago: www.cityofchicago.org; Evanston Community Foundation: www.evcommfdn.org
January 16:  Theoretical Perspectives in Developmental Psychology
Session I:   Lecture and Discussion
Bronfenbrenner, U. (1986).  Ecology of the family as a context for human development: Research perspectives. Developmental Psychology, 22, 723-742.

Deater-Deckard, K., & Cahill, K. (2006). Nature and nurture in early childhood. In K. McCartney & D.A. Phillips (Eds.), Early childhood development (pp. 3-21). Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, Ltd.
Masten, A.S., & Gewirtz, A.H. (2006). Vulnerability and resilience in early child development.  In K. McCartney & D.A. Phillips (Eds.), Early childhood development (pp. 22-43). Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, Ltd.
Sameroff, A. (1994). Developmental systems and family functioning.  In R.D. Parke & S.G. Kellam (Eds.), Exploring family relationships with other social contexts (pp. 199-214). Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.

Shonkoff, J.P., & Phillips, D.A. (Eds.). (2000). In J.P. Shonkoff & D.A. Phillips (Eds.), (2000). From neurons to neighborhoods: The science of early childhood development. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

Executive Summary  (pp. 1-15).


Chapter 1, Introduction (pp. 19-38).

Chapter 2, “Rethinking nature and nurture.” (pp. 39-56).

Session II:        Class Discussion of Theoretical Perspectives

Cacioppo, J.T., Berntson, G.G., Sheridan, J.F., & McClintock, M.K. (2000). Multilevel integrative analyses of human behavior: Social neuroscience and the complementing nature of social and biological approaches.  Psychological Bulletin, 126, 829-843.

Caspi, A. (2000). The child is the father of the man: Personality continuities from childhood to adulthood. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 78, 158-172.

Caspi, A., McClay, J., Moffitt, T.E., Mill, J., Martin, J., Criag, I.W., Taylor, A., & Poulton, R. (2002). Role of genotype in the cycle of violence in maltreated children. Science, 297, 851-854.
Scarr, S., & McCartney, K. (1983).  How people make their own environments: A theory of genotype ( environment effects.  Child Development, 54, 424‑435. 
January 23:  Culture, Race, and Ethnicity
 
                  PAPER TOPICS DUE BY EMAIL

Session I:   Lecture and Discussion
Chase-Lansdale, P.L., Valdovinos D’Angelo, & Palacios, N. (in press). A

multidisciplinary perspective on the development of young children in immigrant families. In J. Lansford, K. Deater-Deckard, & M. Bornstein (Eds.), Immigrant families in America: Multidisciplinary views on the 21st century. New York: Guilford Press.
Garcia Coll, C. (2004). The interpenetration of culture and biology in human development. Research in Human Development, 3, 145-159.

Garcia Coll, C., Lamberty, G., Jenkins, R., McAdoo, H.P., Crnic, K., Wasik, B., & Garcia, H. (1996). An integrative model for the study of developmental competencies in minority children. Child Development, 67, 1891-1914. 


Phinney, J.S., & Landin, J. (1998). Research paradigms for studying ethnic minority families within and across groups. In V.C. McLoyd & L. Steinberg (Eds.), Studying minority adolescents (pp. 89-109). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 


Rogoff, B. (2003). The cultural nature of human development, Chapter 1, “Orienting concepts and ways of understanding the cultural nature of human development,” pp. 3-36. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Shonkoff, J.P.,  & Phillips, D.A. (Eds.), (2000). From neurons to neighborhoods: The science of early childhood development, Chapter 3, “The challenge of studying culture,” pp. 57-69). Washington, DC: National Academy Press.


Swanson, D.P., Spcncer, M.B., Harpalani, V., Dupree, D., Noll, E., Ginzburg, S., & Seaton, G. (2003). Psychosocial development in racially and ethnically diverse youth: Conceptual and methodological challenges in the 21st century. Development and Psychopathology, 15, 743-771.

Session II:  Class Discussion

Chase-Lansdale, P.L., Gordon, R.A., Coley, R.L., Wakschlag, L.S., & Brooks-Gunn, J. (1999).  Young African-American multigenerational families in poverty: The contexts, exchanges, and processes of their lives.  In E.M. Hetherington (Ed.), Coping with divorce, single parenting, and remarriage: A risk and resiliency perspective (pp. 165-191).  Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Crosnoe, R. (2006). Health and the education of children from racial/ethnic minority and immigrant families. Journal of Health and Social Behavior, 47, 77-93.

Dickens, W.T. (2005). Genetic differences and school readiness. The Future of Children, 15, 55-70.


Jencks, C. & Phillips, M. (1998). The Black-White test score gap: An introduction. In C. Jencks & M. Phillips, (Eds.) The Black-White test score gap (pp. 1-51). Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press.

Mandara, J. (2006). How family functioning influences African American males’ academic achievement: A review and clarification of the empirical literature. Teachers College Record, 10: 205 - 222. 

Takanishi, R. (2004). Leveling the playing field: Supporting immigrant children from birth to eight. Future of Children, 14, 61-79.

Wilson, W.J. (1998). The role of the environment in the Black-White test score gap.  In C. Jencks & M. Phillips, (Eds.) The Black-White test score gap (pp. 501-510). Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press.

January 30:  Social Development: Attachment and Self-Regulation
Session I:      Lecture and Discussion

Cassidy, J. (1999).  The nature of the child’s ties.  In J. Cassidy & P.R. Shaver (Eds.), Handbook of attachment: Theory, research, and clinical applications (pp. 3-20). New York: Guilford Press.

Gunnar, M.R. (2006). Social regulation of stress in early child development. In K. McCartney & D. Phillips (Eds.), Blackwell handbook of early childhood development (pp. 106-125). Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, Ltd.

Ipsa, J.M., Fine, M.A., Halgunseth, L.C., Harper, S., Robinson, J., Boyce, L., Brooks-Gunn, J., & Brady-Smith, C. (2004). Maternal intrusiveness, maternal warmth, and mother-toddler relationship outcomes: Variations across low-income ethnic and acculturation groups. Child Development, 75, 1613-1631.
Kochanska, G., Murray, K., Jacques, T.Y., Koenig, A.L., & Vandegeest, K.A. (1996). Inhibitory control in young children and its role in emerging internalization.
Child Development, 67, 490-507.


Li-Grining, C.P. (2007). Effortful control among low-income preschoolers in three cities: Stability, change, and individual differences. Developmental Psychology, 43, 208-221.

Shonkoff, J.P., & Phillips, D.A. (Eds.), (2000). From neurons to neighborhoods: The science of early childhood development, Chapter 9, “Nurturing Relationships.” pp. 225-266. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

Session II:
   Review of videotapes of assessments of attachment and 

self-regulation
February 6:       Cognitive Development



    PAPERS DUE

Session I:           Lecture and Discussion

Couperus, J.W., & Nelson, C.A. (2006). Early brain development and plasticity. In K. McCartney & D. Phillips (Eds.), Blackwell handbook of early childhood development (pp. 85-105). Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, Ltg.

Huttenlocher, J., Levine, S., & Vevea, J. (1998). Environmental input and cognitive growth: A study using time-period comparisons. Child Development, 69, 1012-1029.  


Klibanoff, R.S., Levine, S.C., Huttenlocher, J., Vasilyeva, M., & Hedges, L.V. (2006). Preschool children’s mathematical knowledge: The effect of teacher “math talk.” Developmental Psychology, 42, 59-69.

             Shonkoff, J., & Phillips, D.A. (2000). From neurons to neighborhoods: The science of early child development. Chapter 6, “Communicating and learning,” pp. 124-162. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.
Weinberg, R.A. (1989).  Intelligence and IQ: Landmark issues and great debates. American Psychologist, 44, 98-104.

Session II:      Ethics in Research; Demonstration and Discussion of Cognitive
 Assessments

Carmines, E.G., & Zeller, R.A. (1979). Reliability and validity assessment. ( pp. 9-27). Newbury Park, CA: Sage.
Fisher, C.B., Hoagwood, K., Boyce, C., Duster, T., Frank, D.A., Grisso, T., Levine, R.J., Macklin, R., Spencer, M.B., Takanishi, R., Trimble, J.E., & Zayas, L.H. (2002). Research ethics for mental health science involving ethnic minority children and youths. American Psychologist, 57, 1024-1040.
Hartmann, D.P. (1992). Design, measurement, and analysis: Technical issues in developmental research. In M.H. Bornstein & M.E. Lamb (Eds.), Developmental Psychology: An advanced textbook, 3rd edition, (section on ethics: pp. 132-151).  Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.

February 13:      Contexts of Development: Family Structure and Family Systems

Session I:
    Lecture and Discussion
Amato, P.R. (2005). The impact of family formation change on the cognitive, social and emotional well-being of the next generation. The Future of Children, 15, 75-96.
Bornstein, M.H., & Sawyer, J. (2006). Family systems. In K. McCartney & D. Phillips (Eds.), Blackwell handbook of early childhood development (pp. 381-398). Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, Ltd.

Chase-Lansdale, P.L. (2004). The developmentalist perspective: A missing voice. In D.P. Moynihan, T.M. Smeeding, & L. Rainwater (Eds.), The future of the family (pp. 166-170).

Cherlin, A.J. (2005). American marriage in the twenty-first century. The Future of Children, 15, 33-55.


Cherlin, A.J., Chase-Lansdale, P.L., & McRae, C. (1998). Effects of parental divorce on mental health throughout the life course.  American Sociological Review, 63, 239-249.  


Fincham, F.D. (2003). Marital conflict, correlates, structure, and context. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 12, 23-27.

Koenen, K.C., Moffitt, T.E., Caspi, A., Taylor, A., & Purcell, S. (2003). Domestic violence is associated with environmental suppression of IQ in young children. Development and Psychopathology, 15, 297-311.
McLanahan, S., & Sandefur, G. (1994). Growing up with a single parent: What hurts, what helps. Chapter 1: “Why we care about single parenthood”; and Chapter 3: “Which outcomes are most affected.” New York: Cambridge University Press.

Ooms, T., Boggess, J., Menard, A., Myrick, M., Roberts, P., Tweedie, J., & Wilson, P. (2006) Building bridges between health marriage, responsible fatherhood, and domestic violence programs: A preliminary guide. Washington, DC: Center for Law and Social Policy.
Session II:           Student Presentations
February 20:       Contexts of Development: Family Income
Session I:              Lecture and Discussion  


Chase-Lansdale, P. L., Moffitt, R. A., Lohman, B. J., Cherlin, A. J., Coley, R. L., Pittman, L. D., Roff, J., & Votruba-Drzal, E. (2003). Mothers’ transitions from welfare to work and the well-being of preschoolers and adolescents. Science, 299(5612), 1548-1552.

Conger, R.D., Wallace, L.E., Sun, Y., Simons, R.L., McLoyd, V.C., & Brody, G. (2002). Economic pressure in African American families: A replication and extension of the family stress model. Developmental Psychology, 38, 179-193.

Duncan, G.J., Yeung, W.J., Brooks-Gunn, J., & Smith, J. (1998). How much does poverty affect the life chances of children? American Sociological Review, 63, 406-423.

Haskins, R. (2006, Fall). Welfare reform, 10 years later. Poverty Research Insights, 1-7, National Poverty Center, University of Michigan. 
McLanahan, S. (2004). Diverging destinies: How children are faring under the second demographic transition. Demography, 41, 607-627.

Parke, R.D., Coltrane, S., Duffy, S., Buriel, R., Dennis, J., Powers, J., French, S., & Widaman, K.F. (2004). Economic stress, parenting, and child adjustment in Mexican American and European American families. Child Development, 75, 1632-1656.

Turkheimer, E., Haley, A., Waldron, M., D’Onofrio, B., & Gottesman, I.I. (2003). Socioeconomic status modifies the heritability of IQ in young children. Psychological Science, 623-628.

Votruba-Drzal, E. (2007). Economic disparities in middle childhood development: Does income matter? Developmental Psychology, 42, 1154-1167.

Yeung, W.J., Linver, M.R., & Brooks-Gunn, J. (2002). How money matters for young children’s development: Parental investment and family process. Child Development, 73, 1861 – 1879.
Session II:           Student Presentations
February 27:
     Contexts of Development: Child Care

Session I:
      Lecture and Discussion

England, P., & Folbre, N. (1999). Who should pay for the kids? The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 563, 194-207.

NICHD Early Child Care Research Network. (2003). Does amount of time spent in child care predict socioemotional adjustment during the transition to kindergarten?  Child Development, 74, 976-1005.  
NICHD Early Child Care Research Network. (2003). Does child care quality affect child outcomes at age 4 ½?  Developmental Psychology, 39, 451-469.
Phillips, D., McCartney, K., & Sussman, A. (2006). Child care and early development. In K. McCartney & D. Phillips (Eds.), Blackwell handbook of early childhood development (pp. 471-489). Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, Ltd.


Votruba-Drzal, E., Coley, R. L., & Chase-Lansdale, P. L. (2004). Child care quality and low-income children’s development: Direct and moderated effects. Child Development, 75, 296-392. 

Session II:
     Student Presentations

March 6:
     Contexts of Development: Early Childhood Education and

 Elementary School
Session I:
      Lecture and Discussion


Bogard, K., & Takanishi, R. (2005). PK-3: An aligned and coordinated approach to education for children 3 to 8 years old. Social Policy Report, XIX, No. III, 3-24.
Entwisle, D.R., & Alexander, K.L. (1999). Early schooling and social stratification. In R.C. Pianta & M.J. Cox, (Eds.). The transition to kindergarten (pp.13-38). Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.

Gormley, W.T., Gayer, T., Phillips, D., & Dawson, B.  (2005). The effects of universal Pre-K on cognitive development. Developmental Psychology, 41, 872-884.
Love, J.M., et al. (2005). The effectiveness of early Head Start for 3-year-old children and their parents: Lessons for policy and programs. Developmental Psychology, 41, 885-901.

Pianta, R.C., & Rimm-Kaufman, S. (2006). The social ecology of the transition to school: Classrooms, families, and children. In K. McCartney & D. Phillips (Eds.), Blackwell handbook of early childhood development (pp. 490-507). Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, Ltd.
Reynolds, A.J. (2003). The added value of continuing early intervention into the primary grades. In Early childhood programs for a new century (pp. 164-196). Washington, DC: Child Welfare League of America Press.

Session II:
   Student Presentations

March 13:         Final Exam                  1:30-3:30 pm
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