Psychology 467-0  Culture, Language and Cognition

                  Meeting times: Mondays 2-4:50 p.m.

                  Location Swift Hall, Room 231

Instructor: Douglas Medin

                  222 Swift Hall

                  medin@northwestern.edu
Overview: This course is perhaps more focused on method than content. We will survey a number of approaches to culture and cognition, each of which embodies extensive observations, interviews, and/or experiments. The idea is to examine the strengths and limitations of a diversity of orientations. There is no party line or ideological bent that students are expected to adopt or to pretend to adopt.

Assignments: For each reading everyone will write a short reaction paper that will serve as the basis for class discussion. In some cases, there will be outside of class observations or coding that will be required. For each content-oriented reading, students will also write a research proposal related to the topic. These need only be long enough to convey the idea(s) and do not need to contain literature reviews. The final project will be a proposal that should review the most relevant literature but should not exceed 10 pages. Anyone auditing the course should be undetectable in terms of assignments, class participation, etc.

Grades: Will be based on class discussion (30%), reaction papers and short proposals (40%) and final proposals (30%).
Class 1  Introduction
                 What is culture and how should it be studied?

                 Readings:   Brumann, C. (1999). Writing for culture: Why a successful concept 

                                        should not be discarded. Current Anthropology, 40, S1-S27

                                   Gutierriz, K,D. & Rogoff, B. (2003). Cultural Ways of Learning:

                                        Individual Traits or Repertoires of Practice. Educational
                                        Researcher, 32, 19-25.

                                    Levine, R. (2007). Anthropological foundations of cultural 

    psychology. In Kitayama, S. & Cohen, D. (Eds.). Handbook of

    Cultural Psychology, pp 40-58. New York: Guildford Press.
Class 2  Methods and Issues in Cultural Research
    Readings:  Cohen, D. (2007). Methods in cultural psychology. In Kitayama, S. 
     & Cohen, D. (Eds.). Handbook of Cultural Psychology, pp 196-   

     236. New York: Guildford Press.
                      Sternberg, R.J. (2007). Methods in cultural psychology. In 

                             Kitayama, S. & Cohen, D. (Eds.). Handbook of Cultural 

                             Psychology, pp 547-568. New York: Guildford Press.

Class 3 East-West
            Nisbett, R.E. (2003). The Geography of Thought. New York: Simon and

                       Schuster.

Class 4 Math in Practice

Lave, J. (1988). Cognition in Practice. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

Class 5 Speaking of grocery stores, how about food?
Rozin, P. (2007). Food and eating.  In Kitayama, S. & Cohen, D. (Eds.).

           Handbook of Cultural Psychology, pp. 381-418. New York: Guildford

           Press.

Nemeroff, C. & Rozin, P. (1989). “You are what you eat”: Applying the demand-

           free “impressions” technique to an unacknowledged belief. Ethos, 17, 50-

           69.

Rozin, P. (1999). The process of moralization. Psychological Science, 10, 218-

           221.

Class 6 North-South

            Nisbett, R.E. & Cohen, D. (1996). Culture of Honor: The Psychology of
                          Violence in the South. Boulder, CO: Westview Press.
Class 7  Further discussion and ad hoc assignments.
Class 8  Environmental values       
             Kempton, W., Boster, J.S. & Hartley, J.A. (1995). Environmental Values in
                          American  Culture. Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press 

Class 9 Environment and resource conflict

Medin, D.L., Ross, N.O. & Cox, D.G. (2006). Culture and Resource Conflict:
                   Why Meanings Matter. New York: Sage

Class 10 
           Final Proposals
