
	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  

	  
 
SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY FOR ADMINISTRATORS  
Join Us for an Online Course: PRACTICAL APPROACHES to ACADEMIC ACCELERATION 
February 2 – 27, 2015 
 
Course Description: 
Decades of research show that academic acceleration can be one of the most effective (and fiscally 
friendly) strategies schools can use to meet the needs of gifted and academically advanced students. 
Still, educators and families often struggle to decide if and how a student should be accelerated. Many 
elements of our educational systems were not designed with flexibility in mind, which can create 
administrative headaches even when acceleration is clearly the right approach. Drawing on National 
Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) guidelines and practical examples from schools using 
acceleration successfully, this course highlights the latest research, introduces proven strategies for 
assessing students for acceleration, and helps participants develop effective and efficient systems for 
making acceleration a part of a comprehensive continuum of services. Interactive case studies are 
used to provide first-hand experience in using assessment and planning tools. 

Details: 
• Online, flexible course delivery, including 4-5 hours of recorded materials, online discussion 

forums, and live “virtual office hours” with facilitators.  
• Broadband Internet access is required. 
• Participants will: 

o Explore research and evaluate or develop local policies and practical procedures for 
acceleration 

o Learn to use research-based assessment tools for determining accelerated placements 
o Participate in case study simulations with an intervention team to gain hands on 

experience evaluating students and developing plans to assure successful transitions 
to accelerated learning environments. 

• CEUs will be issued by Northwestern University 
• $400/person; $350/person if enrolling 3 or more people from one district 

Facilitator: 
Eric Calvert, Ed.D. is an Associate Director at the Center for Talent Development. Calvert led 
development of the State of Ohio’s Model Acceleration Policy for Advanced Learners, which has since 
become a national model. He was also a contributor to the National Association for Gifted Children’s 
Guidelines on Developing an Acceleration Policy, and frequently consults with school districts and 
state education agencies on acceleration, flexible credit, and online learning-related issues.  
 
Send your name, school district, and position to Randee Blair at r-blair@northwestern.edu by 
January 26, 2015 to enroll.  Subject line:  Academic Acceleration 


