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This dissertation builds theory about the implementation of educational policy by analyzing how immigrant families make sense of policy and participate in local implementation processes. Data was collected in a suburban/urban school district constructing a bilingual, “two-way immersion” program. Methods included four years of participant observation with Mexican families, multiple interviews, and analyses of public policy reports and debate. Findings demonstrate that (1) value conflicts can re-shape the nature and meaning of educational policy; (2) immigrants’ contexts—shaped by the number and ages of their children—influence how families understand and make policy choices; and (3) children are central to parents’ understanding of educational policies. This dissertation makes concrete suggestions for policymakers interested in integrating immigrant families successfully into their schools and communities.

