Law and Social Policy
Stephen Seliger
Spring, 2010
SYLLABUS
4/1: Introduction
Buck v. Bell

4/8: Slavery, the Civil War and Its Aftermath

“Original Sin,” from Simple Justice

Scott v. Sanford

Plessy v. Furguson

Cumming v. Richmond County Board of Education
Gong Lum v. Rice

Korematsu v. United States

4/15: The Battle for Desegregation, Brown and the Implementation and Limitations of Brown

Note on NAACP Battle against Jim Crow

Missouri ex rel. Gaines v. Canada

McLaurin v. Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education
Sweatt v. Painter

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (Brown I)

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (Brown II)

Cooper v. Aaron

Materials on Little Rock

Green v. County School Board of New Kent County, Virginia
Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education
Milliken v. Bradley (Milliken I)

Milliken v. Bradley (Milliken II)

Article on de facto segregation

4/22: NO CLASS

4/29: Theories and Proof of Discrimination

Slack v. Haven

McDonnell Douglas Corp. v. Green

Texas Department of Community Affairs v. Burdine
Murrell v. Ocean Mecca Motel, Inc.

International Brotherhood of Teamsters v. United States
Griggs v. Dike Power Co.

Albemarle v. Moody



5/6: Affirmative Action

An Historical Overview

Johnson v. Transportation Agency of Santa Clara County
City of Richmond v. Croson

Grutter v. Bollinger

Selections from The Michigan Affirmative Action Cases
Johnson v. California

“Affirmative Action and After”

5/13: Litigation before the Supreme Court

Parents Involved in Community Schools v. Seattle School Board
Ricci v. DeStefano

5/20: Voting Rights

Thornberg v. Gingles

Presley v. Etowah County Commission
Reno v. Bosier Parish

Shaw v. Reno

Miller v. Johnson

“The End of White America?”

5/27: Government Interference with Privacy and Personal Rights

Buck v. Bell

Jacobson v. Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Laws and Sterilizations by States

“The Tainted Science of Nazi Atrocities”
Skinner v. State of Oklahoma

Loving v. Virginia

Newspaper article on Loving

Griswold v. State of Connecticut

Roe v. Wade

Planned Parenthood v. Casey

Stenberg v. Carhart

6/3: Government Interference with Privacy and Personal Rights

Romer v. Evans

Lawrence v. Texas

Boy Scouts v. Dale

Cruzan v. Missouri Department of Health



Vacco v. Quill
Washington v. Gluksberg
“The Politics of Death”

6/10: Rights of Persons with Disabilities

City of Cleburne v. Cleburne Living Center

“Facing Down Demons” from Strong in the Broken Places by Richard Cohen
School Board of Nassau County v. Arline

Vande Zande v. State of Wisconsin

Board of Education v. Rowley

“Disability Gulag” by Harriet McBride Johnson



