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Course Objectives

This course will explore a range of current issues in K-12 education policy including the expansion of alternative certification routes into teaching, the impact of federal education funding and policies, and the debates regarding school choice.  Through the exploration of these topics you will learn how to examine, analyze, and critique education policies.  You will also learn how to construct well written policy briefs that will address several education policy issues. 

Requirements

1. Assigned Readings and Class Participation
                                             

Required Readings

All of the readings for this course will be posted electronically on Blackboard in the Course Documents section. Before printing theses documents please look for notes indicating the specific pages that you are required to read as some of these documents are rather lengthy (e.g., some of the NCLB documents are 700 pages long). Some sessions list supplemental readings, these are not required but will provide additional information on the topic.
Class Participation

(Active participation in class discussions is an essential part of this course. Therefore, you must read the assigned texts carefully and critically before each class.  Your comments should make reference to the readings, so please bring a copy of them with you to class so they can be easily accessed during discussions. 

(Additionally, since this is a course addressing current policy issues, you must keep up with current education news. One student per class will randomly be asked to report briefly on a current article in the weekly news (these articles can come from a number of sources such as: national, state, or local newspapers, academic articles, policy briefs, etc.) 

(If you have to miss a class you need to send an email to Professor Reininger and Kaleen with an explanation of why you will be missing and you will be required to write a one-page (single-spaced) response to the day’s readings.  This response will be due by noon the day following the class that you missed and late submissions will not be accepted for credit.

2. Written Assignments
                                      





            
Policy Briefs

During this course you will follow education policy issues in a specific state. You will be asked to prepare 3 policy briefs for your state related to current topics in education policy (2 written, 1 presented—details below). 

· Your three policy briefs must address three of the four following topics: 1. Stimulus Package / Accountability; 2. Teacher Labor Markets; 3. School Choice; 4. a pre-approved self-selected topic in education policy.  If you choose to write a policy brief on a self-selected topic, you may only do so once and you should substitute it for the topic most closely related, however, you need to have your topic pre-approved by Professor Reininger.  Details of the policy briefs will be presented in the early weeks of the quarter.  
· Two of the policy briefs will be 5-page, double-spaced papers. Use 12 point Times New Roman font and 1-inch margins all around.

· The third brief will be a 7 minute in-class PowerPoint presentation. Each student will present a policy brief on one of three designated presentation days (on which other students will turn in a written brief). For the presented policy brief, electronic and hard copies of PowerPoint slides and a detailed presentation outline must be turned in.  Please email Professor Reininger and Kaleen your PowerPoint slides and presentation outline by 9:00 a.m. on the day of your presentation. You will receive email confirmation by 9:15 a.m. that we have received your presentation in a readable format.

Final Paper

Your final paper will be on a policy topic of your choosing.  You may use one of the policy briefs you prepared during the quarter as a starting point for your final paper. If you choose to write your final paper on a new topic, you must get it approved by Professor Reininger by March 9th. We will discuss the specifics of this paper in the early weeks of the quarter.  The final paper should be no more than 10 double-spaced pages and is due by noon on Monday, March 15th.  

APA Citations

All written work for this class must follow APA (American Psychological Association), 6th edition formatting. Please see The OWL at Purdue for help following APA guidelines: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
Grading

Attendance and Class Participation (including being prepared with current news): 10%

Policy Briefs: 20% each x 3 = 60% 

Final Paper: 30%

NOTE: All assignments (including the final) must be submitted to Blackboard via SafeAssignment AND hard copies of the policy briefs must be turned in at the beginning of the class in which they are due. A hard copy of the final paper must be submitted to Professor Reininger’s mailbox in 201 Annenberg Hall by noon on Monday, March 15th.

NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

School of Education and Social Policy Academic Integrity Statement


Students in this course are expected to comply with the policies found in the booklet, “Academic Integrity at Northwestern University: A Basic Guide.”  All papers submitted for credit in this course must be sent as attachments to Blackboard, as well as delivered in printed form.  Your written work may be electronically tested for plagiarized content. For details regarding academic integrity at Northwestern, visit: http://www.northwestern.edu/uacc/. If you need a copy of the brochure visit the SESP Student Affairs Office.

Schedule and Weekly Readings and Assignments

Week 1: Introduction to the Course & Policy Brief Writing 

Tuesday 1/5 – Introduction to the Course
Written Assignment:  Before 7 p.m. on Wednesday 1/6, send an email to Professor Reininger and Kaleen that includes the following:

1) A brief bio about yourself.

2) Your top three choices for the state you would like to follow throughout the quarter (choose from the list below).  If you feel very strongly about a particular state please indicate that in the email with a brief explanation.  We will try to assign two people to as many states as possible.

California

Colorado

Florida

Illinois

Massachusetts

Michigan

New Jersey

New York

North Carolina

Texas

Washington, D.C.

3) Your preference for the class during which you would like to present your policy brief (this will be the week during which you turn in only PowerPoint notes and a detailed outline, rather than a 5-page written brief). Please rank the following dates as your 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices:

    
Tues 1/26


Thurs 2/11


Tues 3/2 

        (Accountability)

(Teacher Labor Markets)
       (School Choice)

Thursday 1/7 – Introduction to Policy Brief Writing
Strategic Management of Human Capital. (2009). Taking human capital seriously: Talented teachers in every classroom, talented principals in every school. Madison, WI: Author. 

Rothman, B. (Dec. 2009). Common standards: The time is now. Washington, D. C.: Alliance for Excellent Education.

National Commission on Teaching and America’s Future. (2007). The high cost of teacher turnover. Washington, D. C.: Author.

Week 2: Educational Governance & Policy Making 
Tuesday 1/12 — Educational Governance
Friedman, M. (1962). The role of government in education. In M. Friedman (Ed.), Capitalism and freedom (pp. 85-107). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.

Fuhrman, S. H., Goertz, M. E., & Weinbaum, E. H. (2007). Educational governance in the United States: Where are we? How did we get here? Why should we care? In S. H. Fuhrman, D. Cohen, & F. Mosher (Eds.) The state of education policy research (pp. 41-61). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc.  

Thursday 1/14 — What is Policy?
Stone, D. (1997). Policy paradox: The art of political decision making (pp. 39-60). New York, NY: W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.

McDonnell, L. M. & Elmore, R. F. (1987). Getting the job done: Alternative policy instruments. Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 9(2), 133-152.

Week 3: Inequalities in Education & Accountability

Tuesday 1/19 — Inequalities in Education
Kozol, J. (1992). Savage inequalities (pp. 1-82). New York, NY: Crown Publishers, Inc.
Smith, M. S. & O'Day, J., (1990). Systemic school reform. In S. Fuhrman & B. Malen (Eds.), The politics of curriculum and testing (pp. 233-267). New York, NY: Falmer Press.
Thursday 1/21— Accountability
Rothstein, R., Jacobsen, R., & Wilder, T. (2008). Grading education: Getting accountability right (pp. 13-43). Washington, D. C.: Economic Policy Institute. 

Hess, F. M. (2004). Tough-minded accountability. In F. M. Hess (Ed.) Common sense school reform (pp. 37-68). New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan.

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, 20 U.S.C. 6301 § 1001-1113. 

** Please do not print the entire document as it is nearly 700 pages. Read pp. 1-45 in the pdf, or through STAT 1469 of the text.

Supplemental Reading

Rothstein, R. & Jacobsen, R. (2008). Educational goals: A public perspective. In H. F. Ladd and E. B. Fiske (Eds.), Handbook of research in education finance and policy (pp. 78-86). New York, NY: Routledge.

Week 4: Policy Brief #1 & Teacher Labor Markets

Tuesday 1/26 — PRESENTATION DAY
Written Assignment Due: Policy Brief #1 due in Blackboard via SafeAssignment before the start of class and hard copy due at the beginning of class. Group 1 PowerPoint presentations (slides and detailed outline) due via email to Professor Reininger and Kaleen by 9 a.m. (you will receive confirmation by 9:15 a.m.) and 2 hard copies due at the beginning of class.


Thursday 1/28 — Teacher Labor Markets

Loeb, S. & Reininger, M. (2004). Public policy and teacher labor markets: What we know and why it matters (pp.1-60). East Lansing, MI: Education Policy Center at Michigan State University.

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, 20 U.S.C. 6601 § 2101-2368.
** Please do not print the entire document as it is nearly 700 pages. Read pp. 196-247 in the pdf, or Title II, Parts A-C in the text. 


Week 5: Teacher Quality & Certification 

Tuesday 2/2 — Teacher Quality

Murnane, R. J. & Steele, J. L. (2007). What is the problem? The challenge of providing effective teachers for all children. The Future of Children, 17(1), 15-43. 

Corcoran, S. P., Evans, W. N., & Schwab, R. M. (2004). Changing labor-market opportunities for women and the quality of teachers 1957-2000. American Economic Review, 94(2), 230-235. 

Lankford, H., Loeb, S., & Wyckoff, J. (2002). Teacher sorting and the plight of urban schools: A descriptive analysis. Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 24(1),  37-62.
Thursday 2/4 — Certification

Kane, T. J., Rockoff, J. E., & Staiger, D. O. (2007). Photo finish: Certification doesn’t guarantee a winner. Education Next, 7(1), 61-67. 

Humphrey, D. C. & Wechsler, M. E. (2008). Getting beyond the label: What characterizes alternative certification programs? In P. Grossman & S. Loeb (Eds.), Alternative routes to teaching: Mapping the new landscape of teacher education (pp. 65-97). Cambridge, MA: Harvard Education Press.

Boyd, D. J., Grossman, P. L., Lankford, H., Loeb, S., & Wyckoff, J. (2009). Teacher preparation and student achievement. Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 31(4), 416-440.

Supplemental Reading

Ramirez, H. A., (2004). The shift from hands-off: The federal role in supporting and defining teacher quality. In F. M. Hess, A. J. Rotherham, & K. Walsh (Eds.), A qualified teacher in every classroom? Appraising old answers and new ideas (pp. 49-79). Cambridge, MA: Harvard Education Press.

Week 6: Teacher Compensation & Policy Brief #2

Tuesday 2/9 — Teacher Compensation

Moore Johnson, S. &  Papay, J. P. (2009). Redesigning teacher pay: A system for the next generation of educators (pp. 11-21). Washington, D. C.: Economic Policy Institute.

Hess, F. M. & West, M. R.. (2006). A better bargain: Overhauling teacher collective bargaining for the 21st century. Cambridge, MA: Program on Education Policy & Governance at Harvard University. 

Supplemental Reading
Goldhaber, D. (2006). Teacher pay reforms: The political implications of recent research. Washington, D.C.: Center for American Progress. 

Thursday 2/11 — PRESENTATION DAY
Written Assignment Due: Policy Brief #2 due in Blackboard via SafeAssignment before the start of class and hard copy due at the beginning of class. Group 2 PowerPoint presentations (slides and detailed outline) due via email to Professor Reininger and Kaleen by 9 a.m. (you will receive confirmation by 9:15 a.m.) and 2 hard copies due at the beginning of class.

Week 7: School Choice, Autonomous Schools & Home Schooling

Tuesday 2/16 — School Choice

Howell, W. G. & Peterson, P. E.. (2002). School choice and American democracy. In W. G. Howell & P. E. Peterson, The education gap: Vouchers and urban schools (pp. 1-27). Washington, D. C.: The Brookings Institution. 

Levin, H. M. (2007). Issues in educational privatization.  In H. F. Ladd & E. B. Fiske (Eds.), Handbook of research in education finance and policy (pp. 391-401). New York, NY: Routledge.

Thursday 2/18 — Autonomous Schools and Home Schooling

Plank, D. N. & Smith, B. (2007). Autonomous schools: Theory, evidence and policy.  In H. F. Ladd & E. B. Fiske (Eds.), Handbook of research in education finance and policy (pp. 402-424). New York, NY: Routledge.

Belfield, C. (2007). Home schooling.  In H. F. Ladd & E. B. Fiske (Eds.), Handbook of research in education finance and policy (pp. 467-474). New York, NY: Routledge. 
Week 8: Charter Schools & Vouchers
Tuesday 2/23 —Charters and Educational Management Organizations
Bifulco, R. & Bulkley, K. (2007). Charter schools. In H. F. Ladd & E. B. Fiske (Eds.), Handbook of research in education finance and policy (pp. 425-446). New York, NY: Routledge.

Miron, G. (2007). Education management organizations. In H. F. Ladd & E. B. Fiske (Eds.), Handbook of research in education finance and policy (pp. 475-494). New York, NY: Routledge.

Thursday, 2/25 — Vouchers
Zimmer, R. & Bettinger, E. P. (2007). Beyond the rhetoric: surveying the evidence on vouchers and tax credits.  In H. F. Ladd & E. B. Fiske (Eds.), Handbook of research in education finance and policy (pp. 447-466). New York, NY: Routledge.

Ladd, H. F. (2002). School vouchers: A critical view. The Journal of Economic Perspectives, 16(4), 3-24.

Week 9: Policy Brief #3 & Educational Finance

Tuesday 3/2 — PRESENTATION DAY

Written Assignment Due: Policy Brief #3 due in Blackboard via SafeAssignment before the start of class and hard copy due at the beginning of class. Group 3 PowerPoint presentations (slides and detailed outline) due via email to Professor Reininger and Kaleen by 9 a.m. (you will receive confirmation by 9:15 a.m.) and 2 hard copies due at the beginning of class.
Thursday 3/4 — Educational Finance
Odden, A. & Picus, L. O. (2008). School finance: A policy perspective (4th ed; pp. 1-26 & selected pages from Ch. 2 TBD). New York, NY: McGraw-Hill.

Supplemental Reading
Imazeki, J. (2007). School funding formulas: What works and what doesn’t? Lessons for California (pp. 1-41). Sacramento, CA: Center for California Studies.
Week 10: Student Meetings & Educational Finance

Tuesday 3/9 — Student Meetings

Written Assignment: Email a one or two paragraph description of your final paper topic to Professor Reininger and Kaleen by 11 a.m. on Monday, March 8. Student meetings with Professor Reininger and Kaleen about the final paper will be scheduled to occur during our normal Tuesday class time. 
Thursday 3/11 — Educational Finance & Wrap Up

Roza, M., Guin, K., & Davis, T. (2008). What is the sum of the parts? How federal, state and district funding streams confound efforts to address different student types (pp 1-41). Seattle, WA: Center on Reinventing Public Education. 

Guthrie, J. W. & Peng, A. (2010). The phony funding crisis. Education Next, 10(1), 13-19.
Supplemental Reading

Clune, W. H. (1994). The shift from equity to adequacy in school finance. Education Policy, 8(4), 376-394).

Final paper due in Blackboard via SafeAssignment and in Professor Reininger’s mailbox no later than noon on Monday, March 15, 2010.
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